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DREW UNIVERSITY CIVIC SCHOLARS INVITE MEN TO “WALK A MILE IN HER SHOES”
TO BENEFIT SERVICES FOR VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

(MADISON, NJ) On March 27, 2011, the community is invited to “Walk a Mile in Her Shoes,” an event where men literally walk one mile in women’s shoes (preferably red high-heeled shoes) to increase awareness of domestic violence. Co-sponsored by the Drew University Civic Scholars of the Center for Civic Engagement and the Drew University Feminist Union, the march registration begins at 1 p.m. at the Simon Forum on the Madison campus. All proceeds from the event benefit Jersey Battered Women’s Service, Inc. (JBWS) as they celebrate their 35th anniversary of services for victims in Morris County, NJ.
Men, women and children are invited to participate in the walk. Men are encouraged (but not required) to walk in women’s shoes and participants are being encouraged to collect sponsorships. University President Weisbuch, in his red high heels, will take a picture with the individual or group that raises the most money and has also pledged a personal matching gift of up to $300. The Drew University Men’s Lacrosse Team has already registered twelve players to support the cause.
Registration cost is $3.00 minimum. Men can bring a pair of women’s shoes to wear; bring an old pair of shoes that can be covered with red duct tape; or walk in their own shoes. Registration takes place on the day of the event.
“One in three women has experience gender violence in her lifetime,” says Frank Baird, Founder of “Walk a Mile in Her Shoes,” The International Men’s March to Stop Rape, Sexual Assault & Gender Violence www.walkamileinhershoes.org. “That means that someone you know, someone you care about has been the victim. The violence does not just affect women. Men are hurt and angered when the women they care about are abused.” 
Inspired by the old saying, “You can’t understand a person’s experience until you’ve walked a mile in their shoes,” the walk is a fun opportunity for men to educate the community about a very serious subject and rally the community. Show your support and join the walk. Drew University is located at 36 Madison Avenue, Madison, NJ 07940. For more information about the walk, call Rachel at 610-568-6967 or rschachter@drew.edu.
Drew University actively supports students who show extraordinary commitment to community by offering Civic Engagement Scholarships. These Drew Civic Scholars not only receive a monetary award, but also join an exciting new civic engagement program that increases their service and leadership skills and experiences. Drew Civic Scholars participate in special classes, workshops, seminars, and off-campus service projects. They also mentor and lead students from all disciplines who are interested in making the world a better place. 
Jersey Battered Women’s Service is a Morris County based agency whose mission is the prevention of domestic violence with a full range of services including a 24-hour helpline (973-267-4763); a safe house and transitional living program; counseling; children’s services; batterer’s intervention; a volunteer program; and more. To learn more about how you can volunteer or make a contribution visit www.jbws.org or call 973-267-7520.
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PHOTO CAPTION:
(MADISON, NJ) Drew University Civic Scholars prepare for their upcoming “Walk a Mile in Her Shoes,” event set for Sunday, March 27, at 1 p.m. The male students will literally walk one mile in women’s high-heeled shoes to increase awareness of domestic violence and raise funds for the Jersey Battered Women’s Service. The event is open to the public and men and boys in the community are encouraged to bring women’s shoes and join the march. In preparation for the event, the students unpack their first shipment of red high heels. Pictured from left to right are Lauren Grapstein of Warren, NJ; Robert Smith of Tuckerton, NJ; Rachel Shachter of Bethlehem, PA; and Steven Ketchum of Wrentham, MA. The students are part of the Drew Center for Civic Engagement.
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