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MENDHAM TOWNSHIP SHEDS LIGHT ON
PROBLEM OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

[bookmark: _GoBack](MENDHAM, NJ) For the second consecutive year, residents of Mendham Township will purchase and display special lanterns in observance of the 2011 Communities of Light, Night in Mendham campaign sponsored by the Friends of Jersey Battered Women’s Service, (JBWS). At dusk on December 11, 2011, residents throughout the township will display the lanterns in their neighborhoods, outside businesses, at faith-based organizations, in schools and in community settings. The candles will symbolize hope and a way out of the darkness for abuse victims.

The lanterns can be purchased at local establishments throughout Mendham for $25 in bronze or cream color and include a large candle. Among the business participants selling lanterns are Mendham Apothecary, Carla Frabrizi Cosmetics, Fun House Furnishings & Design, Mendham Jewelers, Provident Bank, Vergé Upholstery and Windswept. All funds collected benefit the victims served by JBWS.

Communities of Light is an annual public awareness and fundraising campaign designed to bring multiple New Jersey counties and townships together to increase awareness of domestic violence. Last year’s campaign raised more than $4,760 from the sales in Mendham alone. 
  
“JBWS is so appreciative of the role the residents of Mendham Township play in making Communities of Light successful. Their dedication enables us to provide valuable services to those affected by domestic abuse. We are pleased they are partnering with us again this year for Communities of Light 2011,” said JBWS executive director and Chester resident Patty Sly.

This year marks the 35th anniversary of JBWS, the only agency of its kind in Morris County whose sole purpose is the prevention of domestic violence. JBWS is a non-profit organization that depends on the community’s support to fulfill its mission.

For more information about Communities of Light 2011 or JBWS please visit: www.jbws.org or call 973-267-7520 Ext. 155. 

Photo Caption #1
Members of the IB Program at Mendham High School volunteer to tag and assemble lanterns to be sold and lit on Sunday December 11 in observance of 2011 Communities of Light, Night in Mendham to assist victims of domestic violence served by Jersey Battered Women’s Service. Pictured from left to right are seniors Sarah Klein and Kelsey Johnson and juniors Isabel Calo and Paige Gano.
 

Photo Caption #2
Ninth grade CCD class from St. Joseph’s Church helped to assemble lanterns to be sold to benefit victims of abuse at JBWS. They are (l-r) Andrew Greico, Austin Marconi, Anthony Marconi, and Luke Engelhardt.
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